
LDRS-42 Launch Report 
LDRS in Potter, New York brings back memories . . . of mud.  It was raining the day I got to Potter on 

Thursday and it was raining on Sunday, the day I left.  It rained 3 out of 4 launch days.  The last 

launch day, Sunday, was cancelled before it began.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I can’t show you pics of all the great flights at the 

launch.  To see those, check out the Tripoli Report 

when it comes out.  I can only show you pics that 

individual club members submitted or ones that I 

took myself.   

 

Nate Carmon was there with his son, along with his 

upscaled 4X Estes EAC “Viper”, which he built for 

his Level 2 Certification flight.   

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Above is a pic of Nate’s EAC “Viper” lifting off the 

pad on an AT J420R. 

 

Nate also brought a upscaled 4X Estes “Photon 

Probe” seen at right being flown on an AT I366R. 

 

 



 

 

 

Mark Coburn flew his LOC/Precision “Magnum EX” (above left) to 7280 feet with a Research 75mm 

L1170 using NASSA K2 Fast propellant.  And then flew his extended LOC/Precision “EZI-65” with a 

Research 54mm K550-ish to 5520 feet with a NASSA K2 Slo and Fast combination (above right).   



 

 

Chris Pearson brought out the original Ace 

Rockets “Mongrel” kit that was built by Curt 

Hughes.  Curt built this and another Mongrel for 

LDRS-1 in 1982 but never flew this one, giving it 

to Chris a couple of years ago.  Chris flew it at 

Midwest Power last year for the first time.  He 

thought it would be fitting to fly it again at LDRS.  

He flew it with 4-30 year old Rocketflight F50 

black powder motors, because the FSI F100’s 

that Curt flew in this rockets brother were not 

available.  The core motor was a CTI H140C for 

delay and ejection.  The parachute was the 

original 36” silk flare parachute from 1953, dyed 

orange, and used a Jolly Logic chute release.  

The rocket flew right before a storm front hit.  

Chris and Steve got soaked looking for the 

rocket, which was recovered by Nate Carmon.  

Chris had to wash off the mud in the motel 

bathtub and dry it with the hair dryer!   

 

 



 

Steve Eves brought his rebuilt LOC/Precision “Mother Lode” to LDRS intending to fly it with 3-K800 

motors but because of the weather never got a chance to fly it. 

 

 

 

 

 

Steve with his “Red Rocket” on the launch pad.  Steve flew it 

with a Research 38mm I405 motor using NASSA Blue 

propellant to an altitude of 2000 feet.  Seen the background is 

some of the rare blue skies seen during the launch.  This is the 

only rocket that Steve got a chance to fly. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Steve and Mark (above) mug for the camera after 

Steve loaded up his LOC/Precision “HyperLOC 1600” 

on the pad.  Steve had planned on flying it with a  

54mm K600 Red motor but because of the low cloud 

deck, they lowered the waiver altitude below what he 

expected to fly to and it never flew. 

 

Randy Jenkins flew his “Brutus” to an altitude of 2200 

feet on an AT I161(right). 

 



 

On Saturday night the banquet was held and NASA astronaut Warren “Woody” Hoburg (far left) was 

formally given his Tripoli Lifetime Membership.  Attending lifetime members attending (from left) Mark 

Clark, Robin Merideth, former TRA president’s Ken Good and Deb Koloms, Chris Pearson, Gary 

Rosenfield and Tripoli founder, first president and TRA #1 Francis Graham.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Chip Jenkins’s “Slugbuster” on the pad ready for 

flight.  The rocket never left the pad.  Chip had this 

rocket ready when the clouds that were about to 

drench Chris and Steve rolled in and he barely got it 

off the pad and under the canopy before the skies 

opened up.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

The saga of the “Top Gun” actually started about 5 years ago when Steve Eves and Chris both built 

identical LOC/Precision “Top Gun” replicas intending to fly them both at a Potter launch.  That never 

happened, although Steve flew his at a launch in Argonia.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

The sight at the LOC/Precision booth at 

LDRS.  The “Top Gun” and Steve’s “Mother 

Load” are both on display. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Chris and Steve loading 

up the 7-54mm motors 

into the “Top Gun”.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The business end of the “Top Gun”.  

The motors were all 54mm.  The 

cluster consisted of 4-I115 motors 

using NASSA K2 Slo propellant, 2-

J480 motors using NASSA K2 Fast 

propellant and a central K800 using 

Wimpy Red propellant. The motors 

totaled out to 7008 n-s making it a 

mid-range M2360.  The motors all 

had Pyrodex pellets at the top of the 

propellant stack and dipped e-

matches were used to insure instant 

ignition of all seven motors.   

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Steve, Chris and Mark 

clowning after getting 

the “Top Gun” on the 

pad.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Launch sequence of the “Top Gun”.  All the 

motors lit!  A beautiful lift-off!  The flame coming 

out the back of that rocket is just stupendous!   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Then, just a second later . . . disaster!  The forward 

closure of the central K800 motor failed.  The top 

section separated from the booster, deployed the 

parachute and zippered the tube. The fin can 

sustained a little damage, but everything above it 

was cooked.   


